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Citizens Campaign for the Environment is a non-profit,
non-partisan advocacy organization, supported by over 80,000 members in New York and
Connecticut. CCE works toempower communities and advocate solutions that
protect public health and our natural environment.

CCE has worked to protect our water bodies from the harniful effects of excess nutrients for.
over 25 years. For more information on CCE’s work on reducing nitrogen and phosphorus in
our waterways, please visit our website at:
http://www.citizenscampaign.org/campaign _categories/water-protection.asp

This report is intended to provide follow up to Suffolk County’s mailing to County
establishments that sell fertilizer. CCE assessed compliance levels at a variety of
establishments and provided stores with materials and
information if they were non-compliant.

CCE would like to thank The Rauch Foundation for their generous support.
' This report was produced with the best

- information available at the time of writing.

October, 2010

‘Report Contributors:
Adrienne Esposito, Maureen Dolan Murphy, Tara Bono, Valerie Skelly


http://www.citizenscampaign.org/campaign_categories/water-protection.asp

Estuaries provide some of the most productive ecosystems on the planet. Long Island is
surrounded by three estuaries — the Long Island Sound, South Shore Estuary Reserve and the
. Peconic Estuary. These estuarine waters and their embayments provide essential, productive
habitats for.a wide variety of species including shellfish, fin fish, migratory birds, amphibians,.
reptlles sea grass and marine mammals. Polluted runoff is a daunting enemy of our waters. One
' component of poIIuted runoff is fert|I|zers Whlch contaln nltrogen or nitrates. Impacts from .
nitrogen to our waterways include: : :

1 Harmful algal blooms. When nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus increase to high
levels in the water of estuaries, it stimulates-excessive growth of plants and microorganisms
such as phytoplankton or algae. Overgrowth of harmful algal blooms mcludmg red tideand
brown tide, creates many detrimental
conditions. Red Tide can build up in shellfish

“and if eaten, is toxi¢ to humans. Brown Tide
causes harm by clogging the surface of the
water, decreasing availability of sunlight to sea
grass, preventing fish and marine animals from
gaining access to food and choking out pIant
and animal specres

7 - Hypoxia. Long Island Sound suffers from low
oxygen levels in the bottom waters each
summer, a condition scientists call hypoxia.
Nutrients, especially nitrogen, fuel the growth of
‘microscopic algae called phytoplankton When : ' '
the phytoplankton dies it settles to the bottom of the Sound where it decays Nutrient
enrichment leads to too much algae and high levels of oxygen consumption, leaving the Sound

- desperately short on oxygen needed by:the fish and aquatic life. When levels of exygen fall low |
enough, fish and other aquatic life in Long Island Sound become stressed and may die.

11 Economic effects. Harmful algal blooms and low
_ oxygen negatively impact fishing, tourism, and other

| activities that draw people.to estuaries and coastal
‘recreational activities. These effects also render seafood
inedible; resulting.in economiic losses. .
Long Island depends on healthy waterways for recreation,
jobs, tourism, food and more. Itis critical that policies and
practices. promote caring for our waters. Public:
participation is urgently needed to assist with the
restoration and protectlon efforts underway for our
'estuarles
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Were signs posted? a|aja|a |l |a |a|a|a |l |a |a
Were they within 10 feet of 1
: ! NA NA -
the fertilizer display? a |a a a a |r.|a. a a|a
Were brochures posted? a r a | a I a
Were employees provided
Suggested Employee
Training to review the _
information provided by a|a.jaja|r a.r a |a|r a|a
Suffolk County?
Was the store familiar with
the Fertilizer Application
Law, banning fertilizer r r a
between November 1 and 3
April 1? c
-
Are they.aware thereis a. - Y
$1,000 fine for not =
complying with the 8
requirements of the law - r r I
which include displaying .~
brochures and posting g
signs.* |
Did the Manager recall E
receiving the letter from = r ? r
Suffolk County? :
Did they receive the c
brochures and signs? g r a r
7
Now that they are aware v
they are not in compliance, 3 a a a
will they reach out to the
County to obtain the
necessary information?
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